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Summary

In 2011, the Iranian Cheetah Society (ICS) launched a large-scale assessment of
geographical distribution and abundance of the Asiatic cheetah in Iran across multiple
sites. In collaboration with the Iranian Department of Environment and Conservation of
the Asiatic Cheetah Project, the effort expanded to 2016, with three intensive surveys
repeated during 2011/12, 2014/15, and 2016. This report summarizes the findings from
these cheetah surveys.

Through five years of intensive camera-trapping surveys, 467 stations in 11 sites across
13,000 km? core of the cheetah range were surveyed by a total effort of 28,585 trap-
nights. Overall, 234 independent photographs of Asiatic cheetahs were recorded in seven
sites. Accordingly, a database of photographed cheetah individuals, together with other
sources of cheetah presence, was established. Only 17 adult cheetahs (10 males, 5
females and 2 of unknown sex) were identified during this period. No verifiable evidence
of female cheetahs was obtained across approximately two-third of the surveyed sites.
No new cheetah individuals were recorded since 2012.

ICS findings suggest that the Asiatic cheetah population is now restricted to two
landscapes with little to no connectivity. The majority of previously considered
subpopulations are indeed a few dispersing individuals with unpredictable migration
patterns across multiple sites. In addition, the Asiatic cheetah population is likely to be
male-skewed, turning the entire population into declining sink populations. Given the vast
geographic range of cheetahs in Iran, the extremely small population size, and complex
social behavior of this subspecies, it seems that a combination of different monitoring
tools such as camera trapping and non-invasive genetic sampling are required to improve
our knowledge of the Asiatic cheetah population. Yet, without a country-scale
conservation initiative, fully supported by the lIranian government, to urgently halt
external threats to the cheetah population, the future of the last population of cheetahs
in Asia appears bleak.
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